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Junior Summer Reading 2020 
Welcome to Junior Year!  Please read the nearly step-by-step directions found on these 

pages.  They will help assist you in the tasks you will need to complete over the summer and into 
September.  Once you have received your schedule, please feel free to email your assigned 
English teacher with any questions or concerns. 
 
Step 1: Enroll in the Summer Reading Google Classroom 

Since class schedules tend to change over the summer, the English department has 
decided to create a generic “Summer Reading” class on Google Classroom for all of our students 
to submit their Summer Reading Assignments to.  Once you have gone to the Google Classroom 
page (classroom.google.com), click the plus sign near the top of the page to join a class, and 
enter the class code: gd3icxk. 

 
Step 2: Read for pleasure and complete a Book Review 

Below you will find a brief list of books to choose from this summer.  These are all novels 
that have received awards over the last few years and have specific appeal to young adults. In 
addition to reading the novel, you will complete a Book Review (found on Google Classroom) for 
the novel(s) you choose to read.  All students entering English 11 are required to read ONE novel 
from this list and complete a Book Review for it.  All students entering English 3 CP are required 
to read TWO novels from this list and complete a Book Review for both novels.  All students 
entering English 3 Honors are required to read THREE novels from this list and complete a Book 
Review for all three novels. Your Book Reviews will be due on Google Classroom on Friday, 
September 11th, 2020, but you may submit them earlier than that if you complete the reading 
over the summer. 
 
 
For students entering English 11, English 3 CP, and English 3 Honors: 

 
The Book Thief , By Markus Zusak  - When Death has a story to tell, you listen.  It is 1939. 

Nazi Germany. The country is holding its breath. Death has never been busier, and will become 
busier still.  Liesel Meminger is a foster girl living outside of Munich, who scratches out a meager 
existence for herself by stealing when she encounters something she can’t resist–books. With 
the help of her accordion-playing foster father, she learns to read and shares her stolen books 
with her neighbors during bombing raids as well as with the Jewish man hidden in her basement.  

 



A Boy and His Dog at the End of the World , By C. A. Fletcher - In a dystopian future, where 
the world’s population is believed to be only in the thousands, Griz lives on an isolated island. 
When a charismatic stranger arrives and absconds with one of the family’s beloved dogs, the 
16-year-old embarks on a quest to get her back. 
 

Do You Dream of Terra-Two? , By Temi Oh - A crew of 10 astronauts, 6 of whom are teens, 
set off on a 23-year journey to begin settling an uninhabited planet known as Terra-Two. This 
character-driven sci-fi novel will draw teens into its orbit with interpersonal conflict. 

 
In Waves , By AJ Dungo - In this beautiful graphic memoir, perfectly cast in muted beach 

tones, Dungo interweaves his story of first love with his girlfriend’s passion for surfing, her 
heroism in the face of cancer, and a primer on the history of surfing. 

 
The Perks of Being a Wallflower, By Stephen Chbosky - Perks follows observant 

“wallflower” Charlie as he charts a course through the strange world between adolescence and 
adulthood. First dates, family drama, and new friends. Sex, drugs, and The Rocky Horror Picture 
Show . Devastating loss, young love, and life on the fringes. Caught between trying to live his life 
and trying to run from it, Charlie must learn to navigate those wild and poignant roller-coaster 
days known as growing up. 

 
She Rides Shotgun, By Jordan Harper  - Polly, an 11-year-old girl with “gunfighter eyes,” her 

teddy bear, and her estranged father suddenly find themselves struggling for survival in a world 
ruled by gangs. Fast-paced and thrilling, this will get even reluctant readers' hearts racing.  

 
The Swallows, By Lisa Lutz  - The arrival of a new teacher with a complicated past ignites 

a student rebellion against Stonebridge Academy’s misogynistic culture, which has gone 
unchecked for years. 

 
Wolf by Wolf, By Ryan Graudin  - The year is 1956, and the Axis powers of the Third Reich 

and Imperial Japan rule. To commemorate their Great Victory, they host the Axis Tour: an annual 
motorcycle race across their conjoined continents. The prize? An audience with the highly 
reclusive Adolf Hitler at the Victor's ball in Tokyo.  Yael, a former death camp prisoner, has 
witnessed too much suffering, and the five wolves tattooed on her arm are a constant reminder 
of the loved ones she lost. The resistance has given Yael one goal: Win the race and kill Hitler.  

 
Sequels to books from Mrs. McHugh’s sophomore classes: 

Thunderhead  (sequel to Scythe) - Neal Shusterman 
UnWholly  (sequel to Unwind) - Neal Shusterman 
 



For students entering English 3 Honors (additional choices for your 2nd and/or 3rd book) 
Circe , By Madeline Miller  - Spurned by her fellow gods for her lack of beauty and power, 

minor goddess Circe seeks out mortals instead and finds in herself a new ability: witchcraft, and 
the power to transform men into monsters. Coming of age over the span of a thousand years, 
Circe--and the reader--must find safe harbor in this ongoing epic of gods and men.  
 

Educated: A Memoir , By Tara Westover - Raised in an extremist family and barely 
homeschooled, Tara Westover decides that education is more important than family.  Breaking 
ties, forging new relationships, and unlearning much of what she’s grown up "knowing" prove to 
be nearly insurmountable. This stirring memoir shows that ignorance is not bliss, and that 
knowledge is power. 
 

The Underground Railroad , By Colson Whitehead - Cora is a young slave on a cotton 
plantation in Georgia. An outcast even among her fellow Africans, she is on the cusp of 
womanhood—where greater pain awaits. And so when Caesar, a slave who has recently arrived 
from Virginia, urges her to join him on the Underground Railroad, she seizes the opportunity and 
escapes with him.  
 
Step 3 (for CP and Honors levels ONLY): Complete one Choice Assignment 

After reading your choice novels, select one of the novels and then choose one of the 
“creative writing” assignments listed below.  Each prompt requires a one-to-two page, 
double-spaced, typed response in Times New Roman, Size 12 font (in addition to anything else 
you may need to create).  This assignment must be submitted to Google Classroom by Friday, 
September 11th, 2020 (any physical components should be handed in during class by that day 
as well) . 
 
Option 1: Create a movie poster for an upcoming film adaptation of your chosen novel (this may be done 
digitally or physically on paper).  The images and objects you choose are most important, but feel free to 
include potential cast members and other important production notes.  You will then need to write up a 
one-to-two page explanation connecting your movie poster back to the novel and explaining the image’s 
significance.  
 
Option 2: Create a soundtrack for your chosen novel of at least eight songs.  You should also provide 
youtube links for these songs.  In a one-to-two page paper, explain the significance of each song and their 
relation to the novel.  You should cite specific song lyrics and musical style in your explanation. 
 
Option 3: Create a social media account(s) for one of the characters in your chosen novel.  You can 
choose to stick to one platform or put together a combination of them.  You should make this project 
based on Twitter, Instagram, and Snapchat.  You should create at least 12 posts either on the app itself, 



or in a document that is fashioned after it.  In a one-to-two page paper, explain the reasoning behind your 
posts, including explanations of the content of each post addressing selections of images and hashtags.  


